
Of Ghosts Past and Future
FILM CYCLE FROM 17 MARCH TO 26 MAY 2017

PROJECT PRESENTATION

Movies and films are more than mere enter-
tainment: the stories they tell colour how we 
perceive our lives, blurring the boundaries 
that separate fiction from reality. Yet, in many 
ways, we tend to underestimate the impact 
movies have on both perception and expe-
rience. Learning how to ‘read’ movies should 
therefore help us understand how we encode 
our worlds.

This year, Pop[corn] Culture focuses on 
the notion of ‘spectrality’ and more spe-
cifically on what is ‘haunting’ us. Nostal-
gia, alternate (what-if) histories, trauma and 
other obsessions provide us with an angle 
from which to tackle the highly diverse list of 
films that we are going to discuss together. 

By investing the University as well as the 
Cinémathèque and the Centre Natio-
nal de l’Audiovisuel, Pop[corn] Culture 
aims to blur the borders between 
high(brow) and popular culture and to 
show that objects of mass consumption de-
serve serious analysis and can provide us 
with new insights about our own cultures  
and habits.

All forms of fiction, whether literary or cine-
matic, play an important role in this process 
as the perception of Luxembourg as Dis-
neyland cited above illustrates: at first sight, 
Luxembourg, in the eyes of an international 
student, seems perfect, too perfect or unreal 
even, to the point that it is seen as belonging 
to the clean and glossy world of fairy-tales, 
happy endings and Disney theme parks.

Pop[corn] culture is the public part of the 
interdisciplinary seminar “Film and Popular 
Culture”, taught at the University of Luxem-
bourg this summer semester.  One characte-
ristic feature of this programme is its eclectic 
selection of films and the discussion of the 
film with the audience and a guest spea-
ker. As in previous years, discussions may 
call in question our previous judgments, 
preconceived notions and the distinction 
between our everyday life and the story that 
unfolds on the screen.

In collaboration with the Bachelor en Cultures Européennes at the University of Luxembourg.
Conveners: Agnès Prüm, Sonja Kmec and Tom Becker. 
Discussions will be held in English, French and German

FILM AND POPULAR CULTURE / POP[CORN] CULTURE

The first time I came to  

Luxembourg, it looked too 

unreal to me. Like Disney 

World. You know what I 

mean? Everything is too nice.  

The only thing missing is the 

background Disney music on 

the streets. I am not joking.

Raquel Luna, ‘First Impressions’  

(5 January 2012), in Study in Luxembourg Blog  



In the context of the seminar “Film and Popular Culture”,  

students of the Bachelor en Cultures européennes will also discuss: 

• THE IRRATIONAL MAN (dir. Woody Allen, 2015) 

• PRESTIGE (dir. Christopher Nolan, 2006) 

• FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Asselborn) (dir. Pasha Rafiy, 2016)

• JACKIE (dir. Pablo Larrain, 2016)

THE FOLLOWING THREE FILM SCREENINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC :

Friday 17 March 8.30pm - Cinémathèque, Luxembourg-City

BACK TO THE FUTURE (dir. Robert Zemeckis, 1985) 

Guest speaker: Christian Steinmetz (Science Fiction Studies)
Marty McFly, a 17-year-old high school student, is accidentally sent 30 years  
into the past in a time-traveling DeLorean invented by his close friend, the  
maverick scientist Doc Brown.* 

Thursday 13 April 6.30pm - Centre national de l’audiovisuel, Dudelange

TOY STORY (dir. John Lasseter, 1995) 

Guest speaker: Paul Lesch (Film History)
A cowboy doll is profoundly threatened and jealous when a new spaceman  
figure supplants him as top toy in a boy’s room.*

Friday 26 May 8.30 pm - Cinémathèque, Luxembourg-City

VIRGIN SUICIDES (dir. Sofia Coppola, 1999) 

Guest speaker: Till Dembeck (German Literature and Intercultural Studies)
A group of male friends become obsessed with five mysterious sisters  
who are sheltered by their strict, religious parents in suburban Detroit in  
the mid-1970s.*

* www.IMDb.com

Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PopcornCultureLU/
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